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7th January 2020 Meeting 
The Letter ‘V’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chandlers Ford meeting  
13th February 2020... 

 
 

Mike Watts with his  
display of letter 'V'... 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     The Bourse On the 
18th February was held 
with members looking 
through some very        
interesting material from 
single stamps, covers, 
First Day Covers,       
Postcards and collections. 
     



 

STAMP BOX STUDY CIRCLE… 
 

    Where do you keep your stamps – in a 
stock book before mounting and writing them 
up? But what about the ones you are actually 
going to use for postage? In times past, you 
might well have kept them on your desk in an 
elegant stamp box or in your pocket or purse 
in a stamp case. When the Penny Black was 
introduced in 1840, even if you kept a supply 
of stamps at home or in the office, it was still       
necessary to take letters to a letter-receiving 
office. There are few boxes known from the 
first decade of the stamp age and these are 
generally modifications of existing designs. 

So, for example, a 1d Red stamp on the lid of a Tunbridge Ware snuff box, 
varnished over, can be counted as an early stamp box. The first registered 
design of a stamp box did not occur until 1850. A stamp box was displayed 
at the Great Exhibition of 1851 and more began to appear in the 1850s, as 
roadside letter boxes began to appear on our streets. Now, keeping a supply 
of stamps made sense if it saved a long walk to the nearest receiving office. 
Victorian ingenuity soon kicked in and boxes (both purely functional and of     
novelty designs) were made from every conceivable material: wood, brass, 
silver, other metals, ivory, porcelain, tortoiseshell and man-made plastics as 
they were developed. Amateurs made beautifully embroidered stamp cases, 
while manufacturers - both at home and abroad - made everything from the 
work-a-day, through the latest styles (Art Nouveau, Art Deco), to the       
fabulous. Boxes were made  by, or for, all the famous houses: Asprey’s   
London, Tiffany’s New York, Cartier Paris; and in Russia, even Fabergé 
made stamp boxes. The sheer variety of boxes and cases keeps the interest 
of the Stamp Box Study Circle going. We maintain a website:               
https://stampbox.org.uk/ from where you can learn a great deal more about 
this collecting area. (Image supplied by the Stamp Box Study Circle). 

 
 

Bill Linskey... 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE HELD AT: 
 
1. St Joseph’s Church Hall, Bugle Street, Southampton, SO14 2AH: 
evening meetings on the first and third Tuesday, 7.00 for 7.15pm. 
 
2. The Chandler’s Ford Thursday Afternoon Meetings in the Future will be 
held  at 2 pm at St Boniface Church Hall, Hursley Road, Chandler’s Ford, SO53 

2FT afternoon meetings on the second Thursday, 1.45 for 2.00pm.  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 2020: 
 
 
APRIL... 
7th - Norfolk Islands - Speake: Austin Mears. 
9th - Afternoon Meeting - Chandlers Ford. 
21st - AGM & Queries & Recent Acquisitions. 
 
MAY… 
5th - THE GB George V Definitive Penny - 
Speaker: Michael Sefi LVO. 
14th - Afternoon Meeting - Chandlers Ford. 
17th - Annual Lunch. 
19th - Member’s 15 Sheets in 5 Minutes. 
 
JUNE… 
2nd - Visit of Petersfield P.S. - Various Speakers. 
11th - Afternoon Meeting - Chandlers Ford. 
17th - Auction (Note Change of DATE). 
 
PANDA FAIRS… 
 
APRIL... 
19 Apr Upper Hale, Farnham, Village Hall, Wings Road GU9 0HN. 
 
JUNE... 
28 June Portsmouth Cosham Community Centre, Wootton Street       
PO6 3AP. 

Tunbridge Ware Box... 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstampbox.org.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C34c2db9fceda4f56a12c08d7961623f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637142894142395908&sdata=C2tCpnyAr4%2BeXn0OWa4a6Mwxp6K5BFUDst%2BVETQAleA%3D&re
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OFFICERS OF THE  

SOUTHAMPTON & DISTRICT PHILATELIC SOCIETY... 

Assistant Treasurer: Debbie Hindson (80266431)                                 
Auctioneer: Kevin Chard (01489 574834) 

Chairman: Mel Bradshaw (80785785) 
Chandler’s Ford Convenor: Mike Vokes (80262551) 

Competitions:  Brian Hague brian.hague26@gmail.com 
Librarian: Patrick Goethals (80392735). 
Membership: Mike Vokes (80262551) 

Members Representatives: Jim Rankin & Lorraine Simms. 
Packet Manager: Jack Hindson (80266431) 

President:  Julian Jones. 
Programme Secretary : Kevin Chard (01489 574834) 

Public Relations Officer: Eddie Mays (80402194) 
Secretary: Eddie Mays. (80402194)  

Treasurer: Mike Watts (02380 454131)    
Vice Chair: Kevin Chard. (01489 574834) 

Vice President: Brian Hague. 
Hampshire Philatelic Federation Rep: Steve Gerrard. (02380 433820) 

Websites: Southampton & District P S – www.southamptondps.org.uk/ 
  Hampshire Philatelic Federation – www.hantsfederation.org.uk 

 
SOUTHAMPTON EARLY TOWN HANDSTAMP… 

(Front Cover Image) 

      

    The image on the front cover is     

taken from the Society collection item 

A3008. It is an 1807 Free frank Type 3 

- This was sent by Cross Post to     

Portsmouth, and the ‘X’ Post marking 

ensured that it did not travel via      

London. From G Campbell (MP?) to 

the Hon. C. Boyle onboard HMS Royal 

William. HMS Royal William was a 100-gun first rate built by Phineas Pett 

the Younger at Deptford Dockyard and launched in 1670 as HMS Prince. 

She was rebuilt in 1692 and renamed HMS Royal William, rebuilt again in 

ATEMPTED FRAUDULENT EMAIL… 
 

   I received an email from ‘Mel’ on the 18th January asking ‘I want you 
to handle some purchases now. Let me know if you are available’. So, I 
sent an email back saying nothing more than ’Confused.com’. The next 
day a second Email arrived: ’I have been working on incentives recently 
and I aimed at surprising some of our diligent officers with gift cards’. 
This was the basic answer. So they went on with ‘Instructions’… 
1. Walk into any store close to you e.g. Tesco, BP, Co-op. 
2. Purchase £500 AMAZON GIFT CARDS (5x £100) from the 

agent with cash at hand as I need them in physical card. 
3. Scratch the back out and attach the scanned pictures showing the 

PIN via this email. 
4. Attach the purchase receipt. 
Can you get it done today and you will be reimbursed back. 
Kind Regards 
Mel 
 
   Of course I did what Mel wanted me to do. Who am I to question the 
Chairman? So, I did NOT… You can guess what the real MEL said. 

 
Steve Gerrard (Editor)… 

 

GERMAN SOCIETY MEETING DATES: 
 

    We hold 4 meetings per year on Saturday afternoons from 1.30 to 
4.30pm and meet at: The Salisbury Room, St Boniface Church Centre, 
Hursley Road, Chandler’s Ford, SO53 2FT. The 2020 program is as   
follows: 

 
25th April 2020 – Robin Pizer – German Parcel Cards to Foreign     

Countries 1907 to 1925.                                                                                 
11th July 2020 – Rex Dixon - Definitives of the last 100 years. 
10th October – Mike Dadds – Liberation Philately of Europe.  

 
    Free entry, No membership required and a free cup of tea or coffee 
and FREE biscuits - So tell me, what do you get for free today for 3hrs 
of entertainment?  

Steve Gerrard (Convenor)... 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deptford_Dockyard
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1719, and rearmed to 84 guns and fitted as a guardship in 1790. She 

was broken up in 1813. 

 
CHAIRMAN'S NOTES FEBRUARY 2020... 

 

    Welcome to this first 2020 issue of Postmark, and a belated Happy 
New Year.  
    What is the future of philately? In September, the BBC published an 
article entitled ‘Tech-savvy stamp collectors energise an old hobby’. 
The article began with a look at a 26 year-old woman, Anita Lo, who 
began collecting aged five with her grandfather’s old album. Her      
collection is now several thousand strong, and updated on her travels as 
she searches out dealers and antique shops on her holidays. However, 
as a young collector, there is a strong digital approach to her philately. 
She shares details on Instagram and WhatsApp, and uses online         
catalogues to search for items to purchase. Her peers however raise 
their eyebrows at, what they see, as a fusty hobby and she admits to a 
‘geeky’ reputation. She does not go to big fares and has not joined a 
local society - they are mainly full of people my parents’ age (I suspect 
mostly older than that!). She knows no-one else of her age that follows 
her hobby - it’s a hobby that I do very much alone.  
    However, by contrast, 32 year-old Graham Beck has taken a less   
solitary path, having set up his own You Tube channel ‘Exploring 
Stamps’ to interact with fellow enthusiasts. He has uploaded 70 videos 
in which he selects stamps at random and explores their history.      
Graham, now based in New York, thinks it is the story behind the 
stamp that resonates with the new breed of philatelists - this in contrast 
to paper type, printing, watermark and other details that have fascinated 
many of us in the past (and even now). Like many ‘new’ modern      
collectors he returned to the hobby on finding his old childhood album, 
but took his interest in a new direction. Technology has enabled him to 
reach a new audience; his most popular video attracted 80,000 views. 
His path echoes the detail which members who display regularly -
whether for competitions or at Society displays - have to take.         
Technology has allowed the provenance of material to be so much 
more detailed. One dealer’s client mentioned is a Boer War collector 
and he has military mail from besieged towns, which is displayed with 
information about the specific soldier, his photograph, military         
record - things that bring that person to life. Technology has advanced 

 THE BLACK BEARDED BARBARIAN OF TAIWAN... 
 

     
The name of Doctor George Leslie MacKay may not 
be familiar in the UK but in the Tamsui District of 
North Taiwan it is well known. In 1872 he was a 
young Canadian Presbyterian Missionary aged 28, 
who arrived in Tamsui and soon made his mark. His 
early students were educated young men and as he 
travelled to different areas he usually left one of 
them there to establish a church. MacKay not only 
preached the gospel but he pulled teeth and handed 
out medicines thus gaining the trust of the people. It 
is said he brought the gospel to both aboriginals and        
Chinese. MacKay learned the language, was         
fascinated by the local culture and even married a 

local woman. They had three children. He collected local artefacts and 
plants and seeds. He founded churches, schools and a hospital. In 1880 he 
established the      MacKay clinic in Tamsui. Many years later the MacKay 
Memorial Hospital in Taipei was established in his name which today     
remains one of the top hospitals in Taiwan. He named one school Oxford 
College after the county in Canada where he was born. It was founded in 
1882 and became Aletheia University which still exists today. In 2006     
Canadian Television made a documentary about his life called 'The Black 
Bearded Barbarian of Taiwan'. MacKay died aged 57 in Taiwan and was 
interred in Tamsui. His son carried on with his missionary work and one of 
his grandsons, Dr. James Ross MacKay, was a well known Canadian      
geographer. 
    In 2001 Taiwan produced a stamp showing MacKay and in 2019 Oxford 
College is included in a set of four stamps.  
    In 2019 Cora and myself visited Tamsui. We went to Oxford College 
where the name still remains in place although as stated above it is now 
called Aletheia University. Curiously on the day of our visit there were 
dozens of Korean tourists around. It appears that the grounds of the College 
were used when making a very popular Korean TV series and now it has 
become somewhere for young Korean people to visit and take photos on 
their mobile phones.  
 

Dave Edwards... 
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SOUTHAMPTON & DISTRICT PHILATELIC SOCIETY… 

Membership News – Spring 2020... 
 
Subscriptions... 
    Thank you very much to all those members who continue to pay by 
Bankers Standing Orders. Thank you very much to all those members 
who paid, with or without prompting, either the Treasurer or myself by 
cheque or cash. Others will have received a final reminder sent with this 
edition of Postmark. 
Thursday afternoon Chandlers Ford meetings... 
    I am pleased to report that the move of venue on 9th January 2020 to 
St Boniface church hall, Hursley Road, Chandlers Ford SO53 2FT went 
fairly smoothly. I am most grateful to all the attendees for joining in the 
setting up and clearing up the room. Business commences at 2 pm, as 
we do have to vacate the room at 3.30 pm. I hope that members  have 
found the parking arrangements much more satisfactory, as the church 
has a fairly large car park about 50 yards beyond the main buildings, on 
the left hand side, heading up Hursley Road towards Winchester.  
Please note that the April meeting will be held on Thursday 16th April 
2020. During the winter, the attendance at the new venue has remained 
constant with an average of over 25 members attending. 
Last Post... 
   I am very sorry to have to report the death in December of Dr Ken 
Dore, a long standing member of the Society. Our sincere condolences 
are offered to his family. Geoffrey Eibl – Kaye has kindly supplied an          
obituary. 
Resignations... 
   Greg Todd has moved to the Cork area and Maurice Puttock has      
resigned due to his advancing years. Bryn Williams from Hythe has 
been poorly since before Christmas and is now in a care home. Three 
other members resigned as at 31st December 2019 and it is anticipated 
that      several more will be struck off due non-payment of the 2020 
subscription. 
New members...  
   We welcome into the Society, Ray Brunt, a vendor from Norfolk and 
Dennis Thomson from South Wonston who will be well known to     
members from the Winchester area. Mike Gibson has moved to Beau-
lieu and his membership application has been approved, along with 
Charlie Goldberg, who has moved to Southampton from South Africa. 

Mike Vokes (Membership Secretary)... 

the hobby in many ways and certainly online information that is now so 
readily available potentially enhances every aspect of collecting. It is an   
interesting conundrum for societies such as our own. Individuals have 
moved on and embraced new technology in their quest for information and 
detail to enhance their collecting areas, but the image that Anita Lo portrays 
is difficult to challenge. You might also question the extent to which      
Graham Beck’s approach is really a less solitary path, despite his following! 
    Over the next few months the Society Committee and its members will 
need to look at what activities we can sustain over the next few years.      
Unfortunately fewer members actively contribute to the running of the      
Society, and this is going to get less as age and health take their toll. Steve 
Gerrard, who has worked hard publishing the high quality Postmark,        
receives relatively little copy from members and struggles to fill the pages - 
often he has to search for suitable material to fill the spaces. Time and effort 
given willingly, but this is not sustainable. Jack Hindson steps down as 
Packet Manager at the next AGM, and I have agreed to take over, at least 
for a year. This is not a long-term solution as it is probable that, for a variety 
of reasons, I will step down from my roles in the Society in the future.    
Kevin Chard works exceptionally hard as Auction Manager, but has a    
number of other roles. He receives support from other members, but the 
amount of time he needs to commit is large. All members of the committee 
take an active and full part, but all feel the pressure of having to put in so 
much effort to keep the different areas afloat. The Society is fortunate to 
have so many people who do contribute in various ways, but the time and 
effort required to maintain current levels of activity relies on relatively few 
members and, as such, is a major problem. As has been said before, the 
committee would welcome any offers of support and help, and also for ideas 
of how we face the challenges that will come over the next few years. 
 

Mel Bradshaw (Chairman)...  
 

THE SOCIETY PACKET... 
 
    As advised in a previous issue of Postmark, I will be standing down as 
Packet Manager at the AGM after 15 years in the role. I will be 87 in April 
so I think it’s time to retire. My eyesight and powers of concentration are 
not what they were and Debbie is doing more of the computer work than she 
used to. 
    As no-one has come forward to take on the position, our Chairman, Dr 
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Dr. KEN DORE RIP… 
16 APRIL 1933 to 13 DECEMBER 2019... 

 
    Ken was a General Practitioner. He trained at Leeds Medical School 
where he met his wife Mary who was also a GP. He joined the Society at the 
same time as me on the suggestion of Alan Drysdal. 
    He was not very active at Southampton and rarely attended meetings. 
However, he made very significant contributions to philately at the   Royal 
Philatelic Society London. He catalogued the Society’s very large collection 
of medals and framed many that were displayed on the staircase in the      
Society’s home. He worked with me and Alan Drysdal photographing and 
cataloguing the contents of the RPSL’s museum. 
    Ken collected Belgium and was at one time the President of the Belgium 
Philatelic Study Circle. 
May he rest in peace. 

G Eibl-Kaye… 
 

MEMBER’S COMPETITION EVENING -  
18th FEBRUARY… 

 
   This competition evening was  a chance to have a taste of displaying at a 
competition but also a chance for feedback from the members that enter 
competitions on a more regular basis. The meeting was very well attended 
but only 5 members submitted a display: 
 

Steve Gerrard - The Berlin Motor Show of 1939. 
John Dorrington - Wellington (New Zealand) Air Mail covers. 

John Berridge - George Sibbering (Railway Eng).  
Roger Harris - The Letter 'A' and Southampton Postal History. 

Jim Rankin - 1971 Strike Mail.   
 
    I think 5 varied displays but unfortunately there can only be one winner 
voted for by the members at the meeting and this was : Steve Gerrard - The 
Berlin Motor Show of 1939… 
 

Steve Gerrard (Editor)... 

Mel Bradshaw, has kindly offered to run the Packet for a year in order 
to keep this popular service going. 
    If anyone else would like to take over please contact me so I can   
explain what is involved. The accounts are currently done on simple 
Excel spreadsheets so some knowledge of this would be an advantage. 
    Thank you to all members who have participated in the Packet as 
buyers and sellers over the years. Details of the changeover will be   
advised later. 
 

Jack Hindson (Packet Secretary)... 
 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON MEETING... 
 
    If you want to find out more about the Thursday afternoon meetings 
then I suggest you have a look at the page below: 
 
https://chandlersfordtoday.co.uk/local-group-southampton-district

-philatelic-society-chandlers-ford-section/  
 

Mike Vokes (Thursday Meeting Convenor)… 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020... 
 
    The Society’s Annual General Meeting will take place on Tuesday, 
April 21st at our Bugle Street venue. This is an important meeting at 
which members receive reports from the Society’s officers, have an 
opportunity to question members of the committee and to contribute 
ideas for the future development of the Society. 
    At the meeting, a booklet containing Officers’ Reports will be tabled 
before the scheduled start for members to consider. As it is vital to 
keep all members informed, this booklet will also be distributed to 
members, unable to attend the AGM, in the May/June distribution of 
Postmark. 
    The AGM is also the time when members of the committee are 
elected. It is probable that there will need to be changes and new      
appointments. There are individuals on the committee who undertake a 
number of roles and, in certain areas, they are assisted by some         
non-committee members to ensure the efficient running of the Society. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchandlersfordtoday.co.uk%2Flocal-group-southampton-district-philatelic-society-chandlers-ford-section%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C40b0dfcc27734ea1617908d7a26b8fa6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchandlersfordtoday.co.uk%2Flocal-group-southampton-district-philatelic-society-chandlers-ford-section%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C40b0dfcc27734ea1617908d7a26b8fa6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C
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Please reflect on whether there are areas where you can assist in the running 
of the Society, either as a committee member or in a support capacity. 
    The meeting will end with a session entitled ‘Queries and Acquisitions’. 
This is an opportunity to raise queries about items you may have obtained 
recently, but are unsure of some detail or display some recent purchase 
which you are especially pleased with and which you think will interest    
other members. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the AGM. 
 

Mel Bradshaw (Chairman)... 
 

 

THANK YOU PORTSMOUTH... 
 

    The Portsmouth and District Philately Society 
moved their clubroom and can’t store their       
library anymore.  
    There is no place at their new venue at 
Portchester Parish Hall, Assheton Court, 
Portchester, PO16 9PY to keep their library.  
    They asked us if we were interested to take 
over the library and we didn’t have to think    
twice about it. Two cabinets, full of interesting 
books, are now moved from Portsmouth to 

Southampton.  
    I hope to find time in the coming months to sort out all the books and   
incorporate them into our library. A huge task but sure we all will enjoy the 
many interesting books, donated by Portsmouth. 
    Thank you Portsmouth, always welcome to Southampton,, the  library 
catalogue is on our website.  
    Don’t forget, the library is there for you. If you need information, have a 
look and  hope you find what you are looking for. If not, ask me, maybe I 
can help and if we can’t find it in our library, that means, I have to look    
further. Also; any suggestions for new books are always welcome. If in our 
budget, I’m happy to extend the library with interesting new material. 
But for now, happy lending, happy reading. 
 

Patrick V Goethals (Librarian)... 

AUCTION UPDATE... 
 
    As we go to press the ink is still not dry on the January auction       
results, but total sales were around £5.5k and earnings for the Society of 
around £500. 
    The March Catalogue will hopefully accompany this edition of     
Postmark and although it has less lots the total reserve / starting prices 
are higher than for January.  We are continuing to break down a modern 
GB accumulation, so watch out for further announcements or let me 
know if you have any particular requirements for the period 1999 – 
2014.   
    The next Auction is in June, but has moved to Wednesday 17th as    
detailed elsewhere in this magazine.  Anyone with lots to sell in this 
Auction should note the following: 
• Deadline for list of lots is the end of April. 
• Material must be with us by 2nd June. 
• Large lot lists / lots from non-members must be submitted        

electronically. 
• Members submitting smaller numbers (up to 10 lots) can be in any 

form but must include all of the relevant information.   
• Additional charges may be made for describing lots and / or       

dividing bulk collections into auction lots.   
If unsure, speak to me!   
    Don’t forget to look out special items for the Grand Auction in       
October. 

Kevin Chard (Auction Manager)... 
 

 
 

COACH TRIP TO STAMP SHOW 2020 - CANCELLED. 
 
    We did not get sufficient numbers to run a Coach and therefore this 
event has been cancelled.   

 
Kevin Chard (Vice Chair)... 

 
 



 

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLINGS (VERY SHORT  
& NOT TERRIBLY SWEET - THIS TIME)... 

  
    In the parallel universe that seems to be the NHS I am still            
waiting, after two cancellations, for my first shoulder operation. These 
postponements have made it quite difficult to plan ahead as far as       
Society business is concerned. However the ‘affairs of state’ seem to be 
quite low key and so I hope it will continue thus. 
    There is a slow trickle of members who have signed up to receive    
Society news via email and the indications are that the service is      
worthwhile. New recipients are still very welcome. Minutes from each 
relevant Tuesday meeting are placed on-line, through the Postmark page 
link, as soon as possible after the meeting, usually 2 – 3 days. 
    If anyone has any need to contact me then I can be contacted in     
several ways; by phone on 02380 402194, by email at 
sec.sdps@gmail.com or by “snail mail” to Eddie Mays, Sheridan,     
Rutland Gardens, Bursledon, Southampton, SO31 8FZ.  

  
COVER CORNER… 

  
    Someone, probably famous, said that you can only learn seven new 
facts a day. When I write up my daily diary I often struggle to            
remember what I did during the morning. Breakfast is easy because I 
always have exactly the same thing. However, one thing I have learnt 
recently is that during the occupation of the Channel Islands in World 
War II the Germans built an underground hospital.  
    Hohlgangsanlage 8 (aka Ho8) was never completed and after the war 

it fell into disuse until in July 1946 
the tunnels were opened to the general 
public. In 1961 the Royal Court ruled 
that the tunnels belonged to the       
private owners of the land above and 
‘Ho8’ fell under private ownership. In 
2001 a permanent exhibit called 
“Captive Island” was unveiled in the 
tunnels. Today ‘Ho8’ is generally   

referred to as the ’Jersey War Tunnels’. The cancellation on the above 
cover is for the first day of issue for the new 4d Brown and the 5d Blue 
Regional stamps.                                         Eddie Mays  (Secretary)... 
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CHANGES TO THE 2020 PROGRAMME... 
 
We have had to make two changes to the advertised 2020 programme. 
    The first concerns the June Auction, which will be one day later than       
advertised on Wednesday 17th June.  This has been caused by Auctioneer 
availability or should that be unavailability. 
    The second concerns the first Tuesday meeting in July where the topic 
will be ‘Danzig Luposta 1932 – the greatest airmail exhibition ever’ and 
Giles du Boulay will be the speaker.  Giles has agreed to speak to us earlier 
than planned, he was originally booked for 2021, as John Campbell has 
double-booked himself – and will now be speaking as part of our 2021    
programme instead. So: 

Wednesday 17th June AUCTION... 
Tuesday 7th July – ‘Danzig Luposta 1932 – the greatest airmail          
exhibition ever’, Giles du Boulay. 
For the avoidance of doubt, there is no meeting on Tuesday 16th June. 

Kevin Chard (Vice Chair)... 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS… 
    7th April – Norfolk Islands – Austin Mears. 
Austin is the Chairman of the Stroud & District Philatelic Society. His    
Norfolk Island display falls into two parts: 
• Stamps and Postal History from 1905 to the present. 
• A thematic collection in three parts - discovery of the Island and     

penal settlements; the Pitcairn connection and the Melanesian        
Mission. 

 The displays will be supported by maps and various memorabilia collected 
over the years. 
    5th May – The GB George V definitive penny – Michael Sefi LVO. 
    Michael returns having given us a presentation in 2017 on the Royal      
Collection. This time he will be talking about one of his own collecting   
interests.   
    The first half is exclusively about the “Downey Head” – and mostly 
stamps, e.g. essays, die proofs, trial printings, issued stamps but very little 
usage (no room!). 
    The second half covers the Profile Head – the Harrison and Waterlow 
printings, plus some photogravure. Again proofs, trial printings and the 
stamps.  However, the last frame covers selected usage. 

Kevin Chard (Programme Secretary)... 



 

In those days stamp shops were fairly common place. There were three 
in Bournemouth and one in Poole, all of which he often frequented,        
particularly the one which was in Pokesdown, conveniently situated 
near the AFC Bournemouth football ground! 
    While in Jersey he joined the Jersey Philatelic Society which was a 
very active society at that time but smaller than the Southampton &   
District Society. He became treasurer in the early 1990s, a fact he kept 
close to his chest for a number of years after joining the Southampton 
Society! 
    His main collecting interest is now Middle East countries although he 
admits to being easily side-tracked and has a few albums which fall into 
neither the Middle East nor GB categories. 
    Thank you Mike for being such an active and good-humoured      
Treasurer and we look forward to many more years of your efficient 
handling of the Society’s finances.                              

John Berridge… 
 

THREE POST AVAILABLE AT THE AGM TO FILL… 

    Two of the posts are not difficult posts and they are the Archivist and 

Curator roles and do not take up much time and involve updating a 

spreadsheet for both roles, giving sub sequential numbers and filing the 

items in A4 pockets and filing them in files at the Tuesday meeting    

venue. I can send a ‘Job Description’ by email if you are interested. 

    The bigger role is that of the Postmark editor. You will need a       

computer that has either Word or Publisher BUT you have to be able to 

convert the file to a PDF to send to the printers. There is more time 

needed for this role and you would have to meet deadlines for material 

for Postmark and then sending to the printers. Also, you have to send 

out a monthly or so email to the committee to remind them to send in 

any reports they have. Also, there is a MS office spreadsheet that I have 

also created to index Postmark, but I can do this so not a problem. You 

would also need to attend meetings and take photographs of meetings 

and speakers for Postmark, but you may be able to talk nicely to other 

members that attend on a regular basis. I can again send a ‘Job           

Description’ if you are interested.                    

Steve Gerrard (Editor)... 
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 Michael G Read  
GB, Commonwealth & Foreign Approvals  

Poachers Retreat, Common Lane, Kings Langley, Herts, WD4 9HP  
Tel: 01923 269775 : E-mail: mg.read@btinternet.com  

Dear Collector,  
As a valued customer of Alliance Auctions, I am inviting you to join our              

APPROVAL SERVICE.  
Since 1975, I have been sending quality material, keenly priced, often at 35-40% 

of catalogue.  
Over the years, the business has expanded. We now have over 5,000 individual 

country books, most of which are categorised by reign or period. You tell me what 
you want.  

This is an excellent way to buy. You can carefully examine each stamp in the     
comfort of your own home for 14 days viewing.  

If you would like a trial mailing, please contact me at the above postal or e-mail 
address or phone on (01923) 269775.  

Visit my website at www.michaelgread.co.uk to find out more about my services.  

 
APPROVAL APPLICATION  

 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………  

 
Address: ……………………………………………………………………..  

 
……………………………………………………………………………….  

 
Tel: ……………………………………………………………………………….  

 
E-mail: ………………………………………………………………………………..  

 
My Collecting Interests are:  

 
…………………………………………………………………………………  

 
…………………………………………………………………………………  

 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….  
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He held various other positions in Standard Chartered, the last being in 
charge of risk management, compliance and security. 
    After his return to England in 1999 he worked for Standard Chartered 
partly in London and partly from home until October 2000, when he       
became Administrator of Bursledon Parish Church, a job he held until 2015 
when he retired. 
    1997 was a very sad year for Mike as it was the year when his partner for 
14 years died suddenly and unexpectedly.  Just four weeks after this, his 
mother died following a long illness. However happier times were ahead 
when he met Lynne, (who he had known in the early 1980s but lost contact 
with.) Lynne and Mike were married in the Poole Salvation Army in 1999 
and in addition to Lynne, two step-children came as part of the package! 
Lynne and Mike have lived in Hamble since their return to England and are 
regular worshippers and active members at St. Paul’s Church in Bursledon 
where he was Administrator for a number of years. They became          
grandparents in 2009.  
    Mike has a number of other interests away from stamps. He and Lynne 
are keen birdwatchers and as well as watching locally, they take regular 
bird-watching holidays in the United Kingdom and occasionally overseas. 
Mike has been a supporter of AFC Bournemouth for over fifty years and a 
season ticket holder for the last 20 years. He has the dubious distinction of 
having watched AFC Bournemouth play at 85 of the 92 English football 
league grounds!  Mike also follows the Poole Pirates Speedway team each 
summer. He loves listening to music and has a very wide musical taste,    
although his favourite genre is progressive rock. He enjoys rail travel and 
has a lifetime ambition to travel on every stretch of railway line in mainland 
Britain! He still has a long way to go. 
    His sporting prowess has been very limited, being a watcher rather than a 
participator, but he did reach the dizzy heights of sixth ranked male in     
ten-pin bowling in Jersey for a short while! 
    He first caught the “stamp bug” as a child, from his father. He recalls  
receiving ‘penny mixtures’ on approval which he and his father looked   
forward to.  At times it was necessary for his mother to arbitrate as to 
whose turn it was to go through the box first! He was also a member of the 
Poole Grammar School stamp collecting club. In those early days, like most 
children, he used to collect just about everything and anything. 
    After a few late-teenage years when stamps took a back seat to football 
and girls, he re-kindled his stamp-collecting habit in his early twenties by 
starting a GB collection which he still adds to occasionally.  

POSTMARK PROFILE No. 29 – MIKE WATTS... 
 

    There was a time a few years 
ago when if anyone called out 
‘John’ at a Society meeting half a 
dozen members would respond. 
However, this has changed and if 
anyone calls out ‘Mike’ you now 
get the same result. 
    When we needed a new      
Treasurer in 2016, Mike Watts 
stepped-up to the job. Our        
finances are in good hands, as 
demonstrated by his reports at 
each AGM and his hard work 
throughout the year particularly in 

connection with our auctions. In recent years we have seen more and 
more of his varied collections at the twice yearly ‘Members’ Letter’  
displays, the Chandlers Ford afternoon meetings and recently at Society 
competitions.   
    Mike was born in 1954 in Poole, Dorset. As a child he lived in the 
Upper Parkstone district of Poole and was brought up in the local      
Salvation Army which his parents attended all their adult lives. His 
Christian faith is still a very important part of his life.  
    After passing his 11-plus he attended Poole Grammar School where 
he did reasonably well in his GCE “O” levels but left school at the     
earliest opportunity at the age of 17. Partly because he had friends who 
had taken a career in banking, and partly because he could not think of 
anything else to do, he joined the Midland Bank at its Boscombe branch 
in Bournemouth as the office junior in 1971. He recalls his first duties 
were very mundane, sitting in front of an adding-machine for most of 
the day.  
    After he was promoted to the position of cashier, he worked for the 
Midland Bank in Christchurch, Bransgore and New Milton before being 
transferred to St. Helier, Jersey in 1980. 
    In 1984 he left the Midland and joined Standard Chartered Bank in 
St. Helier. His first role was looking after the bank’s wealthiest          
customers. A number of these lived in the Arabian Gulf and business 
trips to this area resulted in his Middle East stamp collecting interest. 

Photo by Eddie Mays... 


